
  Medium Term Plan (Year 5)                                  Term: Spring 1: Stargazers 

 
Intended Outcome of Topic: To learn through all areas of the curriculum about how 
space has adapted over time and to gain more of an understanding about a number of 
theories about space and the planets in the solar system.  

Memorable experience: Stargazing Evening 

 

SMSC continued: 

SCIENCE  

• appreciate the inter-connectedness of everything 

• reflect on and wonder at the order, regularity and pattern in the natural and physical wo appreciate how the 
subject of ICT embodies aspects of the human spirit: our drive to share and communicate through the 
invention of new technologies, and our capacity to use 

• the incomprehensible vastness of the universe and the variety of life forms within it 

• sense the natural, material, physical; world they live in, reflecting their part in it 

• recognise that scientists from many cultures have contributed to the development of modern day science. 
 
HISTORY 

• appreciate the achievements of past societies (e.g. the pyramids, cathedrals, illuminated manuscripts 

• consider the lives, writings and influence of inspirational figures from the past  

• appreciate the tremendous influence of religion on human societies past and present  

• recognise that actions have consequences by considering the results of events and decisions  

• consider different political structures (e.g. democratic, autocratic, hierarchical)  

• learn how our present society has been shaped by the past. 
 
GEOGRAPHY 

• respond to dramatic environments, both physical and human, such as photographs of the world from space 

• consider the moral and practical issues of pollution, conservation and the sustainability of our environment 

• reflect on similarities and differences among peoples in near and distant parts of the world 

• find out about contrasting localities in Britain and the wider world 

• study their own locality and its relationship to the wider world. 
 
ART  

• reflect on their own emotional responses to works of art  

• reflect on meanings, issues and values expressed in art, developing understanding and respect for 
differences in beliefs and values contained in the art of different traditions. 

  
RE 

• develop awareness of the human quest to make sense of the world and the human predicament and to 
seek meaning and purpose in life 

• learn about the beliefs and practices of Christianity and other major world religions 

• learn from religion and evaluate the truth claims made by Christians and other religious believers. 
 
COMPUTING 

• Understand the need to only select age appropriate content 

• Use filters in search technologies effectively 

• know about comets, asteroids and meteors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SMSC Links: 

• ENGLISH 
understand the different ways in which human beings have tried to make sense of their lives and given 
expression to their deepest hopes and fears (e.g. in myth and legend, parable, biography, poetry and song) 

• explore stories which tell of the triumph of the human spirit 'against the odds' and which illustrate spiritual 
qualities such as love, compassion and altruism explore occasions in stories and plays when characters 
have to make moral choices  

• explore moral themes in stories (e.g. good over evil, weak over strong, wise over foolish)  

• hear and write stories where there are two sides to an argument  

• reflect on the underlying values, beliefs and attitudes that motivate characters  

• learn about language variation in English and how language relates to national, regional and cultural 
identities  

• explore folk tales and traditional stories from different cultures. 

 

MATHS  

• appreciate the underlying mathematical principles behind some of the beautiful natural forms and patterns in 
the world around us appreciate that for the ancient Greeks, mathematics was the supreme form of 
knowledge, believed to hold the key to the secrets of the universe  

• engage in increasingly challenging problem-solving activities, persevere to overcome difficulties an 
experience the pleasure and satisfaction in reaching a solution (arriving at the 'Eureka!' moment!)  

• consider the implications of reducing human beings to mere numbers or percentages (e.g. in statistics). 
 

 

Subject Week beginning: 
6/1/20 

Week beginning 
13/1/20 

Week beginning 
20/1/20 

Week beginning 
27/1/20 

Week beginning 
3/2/20 

Week beginning 
10/2/20 



Engage/ 
Develop/ 
Innovate/ 
Express 

Engage/ Develop/ 
Innovate/ Express 

Engage/ Develop/ 
Innovate/ Express 

Engage/ Develop/ 
Innovate/ Express 

Engage/ Develop/ 
Innovate/ Express 

Engage/ Develop/ 
Innovate/ Express 

Engage/ Develop/ 
Innovate/ Express 

Reading Cosmic  

Frank Cottrell-Boyce 

Cosmic  

Frank Cottrell-Boyce 

Cosmic  

Frank Cottrell-Boyce 

Cosmic  

Frank Cottrell-Boyce 

Cosmic  

Frank Cottrell-Boyce 

Cosmic  

Frank Cottrell-Boyce 

English Genre: Fiction from our literary 
heritage 
 
Text:  Cosmic / newspaper cuttings 
 
 
Phase of writing: Reading, note 
taking and comparing texts 
 
 
Focus: Reading the start of the book 
to identify main characters, setting and 
plot. Gather information about a 
character. Reading newspaper 
cuttings to infer from what is written.  
 
 
 
Grammar:  
Adapt sentence construction to 
different text types, purposes and 
readers. 
 
Use punctuation to clarify meaning in 
complex sentences. 
 
Vary pace through the use of different 
sentence lengths. 
 
Use pronouns to create mystery.  
 
Use adverbials including prepositions 
to present action clearly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outcome: For children to enjoy 
exciting stories with memorable 
characters. For children to make 
judgements based on a book cover 
and to voice opinions based on what 
they read. 

 

Genre: Fiction from our literary 
heritage 
 
Text:  Cosmic / Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory 
 
Phase of writing: speaking, listening, 
planning and creative writing 
 
 
Focus: Children to write creative 
character descriptions based on a 
range of characters from evidence 
from the text and based on their own 
opinions.  
 
 
 
Grammar: 
Use devices to build cohesion within a 
paragraph. 
 
Link ideas across paragraphs using 
adverbials of time (e.g. following on 
from this strange event…), place (e.g. 
nearby) and number (e.g. secondly) or 
tense choice (e.g. he had seen her 
before). 
 
Use adverbials including prepositions 
to present action clearly. 
 
Use modal verbs to speculate on likely 
outcomes. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outcome: For children to build on 
knowledge about the characters in the 
text and to build on their adventurous 
vocabulary to describe characters. 
Children should work on their skills of 
show not tell to enable the reader to 
make inferences as they read their 
writing. 

Genre: Persuasion 
 
 
Text: Cosmic 
 
 
Phase of writing: identifying features, 
planning and speaking and listening 
 
 
Focus: Children will compare texts 
from various authors to identify the 
features of persuasive texts. This will 
be used to plan for their own 
persuasive argument, initially in note 
form, then onto presenting to the class 
in detail. 
 
Grammar:  
To take notes: to scan passages for 
relevant information and present ideas 
which are effectively grouped and 
linked, construct an argument in note 
form or full text to persuade others of 
a point of view. 
 
To organise the main points to be 
made in the best order and decide 
which persuasive information will be 
added to support each idea. 
 

Consider counter arguments that your 
reader might come up with and 
include evidence to make them seem 
incorrect or irrelevant. 
 
Try to appear reasonable and use 
facts rather than emotive comments. 
 
 
 
 
Outcome: For children to have a solid 
understanding of what makes a 
persuasive text and to use the book 
‘Cosmic’ as a stimulus to work 
towards writing their own persuasive 
text using accurate features.  

Genre: Persuasion   
 
 
Text: Cosmic (chapter 20) 
  
 
Phase of writing: writing of a 
persuasive piece 
 
 
Focus: Children to consider what 
makes a good dad and relate to 
Reading session. Children will then 
write a persuasive piece to tempt 
Florida to choose Liam as a father. 
 
 
 
Grammar:   
To use logical rather than temporal 
connectives (This proves that ... So 
it’s clear ... Therefore ...). 
 
Experiment with removing relative 
clauses from example texts and 
consider the effect indicating 
degrees of possibility using adverbs 
[e.g. perhaps, surely] or modal verbs 
[e.g. might, should, will, must]. 
 
Linking ideas across paragraphs 
using adverbials of time [e.g. later], 
place [e.g. nearby] and number [e.g. 
secondly] or tense choices [e.g. he 
had seen her before]. 
 
Explore the use rhetorical questions. 
(Do you want to get left behind in the 
race to be fashionable? Want to be 
the most relaxed person in town? So 
what do you have to do to? 
  
Outcome: to consider how 
particular situations make individuals 
behave as they do and to use 
knowledge of the characters within a 
book, to create a persuasive piece 
of writing.  
  

Genre: Instructions  
 
 
Text: Cosmic  
  
 
Phase of writing: identifying 
features, note taking and planning  
 
 
Focus: Children to identify features 
of instruction texts. They will then 
take notes from the reading book 
‘Cosmic’ to use within a plan towards 
creating their own instruction text, 
including the features. 
 
 
Grammar:  
Decide on the important points you 
need to include at each stage. 
 
Decide how formal or informal the 
text will be. 
 
Use the title to show what the 
instructions are about and work out 
exactly what sequence is needed to 
achieve the planned goal. 
 
Appeal directly to the reader’s 
interest and enthusiasm. (You will 
really enjoy this game. Why not try 
out this delicious recipe on your 
friends? Only one more thing left to 
do now.)    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outcome: For children to have a 
solid understanding of what makes 
an instruction text and to use the 
book ‘Cosmic’ as a stimulus to work 
towards writing their own instruction 
text using accurate features. 

Genre: Instructions  
 
 
Text: Cosmic  
  
 
Phase of writing: writing, editing 
and publishing 
 
 
Focus: Children will apply their 
knowledge from the text and their 
plan to use appropriate language 
in their instruction text. 
 
 
 
 
Grammar:   
Present the text clearly. Think 
about using bullet points, numbers 
or letters to help your reader keep 
track as they work their way 
through each step. 
 
Keep sentences as short and 
simple as possible: avoid 
unnecessary adjectives and 
adverbs or technical words to be 
audience appropriate. 
 
 
Reflect independently and critically 
on own writing and edit and 
improve it. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outcome: Children will produce a 
piece of writing that includes all of 
the features of an instruction text 
as well as labelled diagrams and 
numbered steps. Once drafted, 
their piece will be edited by 
themselves and then published in 
a perfect paragraph.  

Speaking 
and 

Listening 

Public Speaking lessons to be taught 
weekly to develop children’s use of 
voice, presentation skills and 
confidence. 

 

Public Speaking lessons to be taught 
weekly to develop children’s use of 
voice, presentation skills and 
confidence. 

 

Public Speaking lessons to be taught 
weekly to develop children’s use of 
voice, presentation skills and 
confidence. 

 

Public Speaking lessons to be 
taught weekly to develop children’s 
use of voice, presentation skills and 
confidence. 

 

Public Speaking lessons to be taught 
weekly to develop children’s use of 
voice, presentation skills and 
confidence. 

 

Public Speaking lessons to be 
taught weekly to develop children’s 
use of voice, presentation skills 
and confidence. 

 



Scheme: Might Oak Public Speaking Scheme: Might Oak Public Speaking Scheme: Might Oak Public Speaking Scheme: Might Oak Public Speaking Scheme: Might Oak Public Speaking Scheme: Might Oak Public 
Speaking 

Spelling Apostrophes for contracted words 
 
 
 
 
Scheme: No Nonsense Spelling 

Apostrophes for possession 
 
 
 
 
Scheme: No Nonsense Spelling 
 

Rare GPCs (bruise, guarantee, 
immediately, vehicle, yacht) 
 
 
 
Scheme: No Nonsense Spelling 

Words ending in ‘-ably’ and ‘-ibly’ 
 
 
 
 
Scheme: No Nonsense Spelling 
 

Common misspelt words – which, 
witch/ weather, whether / their, 
they’re, there / were, where  
ADD WORD TO THIS AS WE GO 
 
Scheme: No Nonsense Spelling 

Homophones (led/lead, steel/steal, 
alter/altar 
 
 
 
Scheme: No Nonsense Spelling 
 

Maths Number: Addition and Subtraction 
 
 
Scheme: White Rose 

Number: Multiplication and Division 
 
Scheme: White Rose 

Number: Fractions 
 
 
Scheme: White Rose 

Number: Fractions 
 
 
Scheme: White Rose 

Number: Fractions 
 
 
Scheme: White Rose 

Number: Fractions 
 
 
Scheme: White Rose 

Science 

 

Stargagers 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: explain how 
the Earth moves in Space. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scheme: Developing Experts 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: explain that 
the Earth spins on its axis and orbits 
the Sun. 
 
 
 
 
 
Scheme: Developing Experts 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: recognise 
the eight planets in our solar system 
and recall the differences between 
rocky and gas planets. 
 

 

Scheme: Developing Experts 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: 
understand the Big Bang theory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scheme: Developing Experts 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: 
understand what gravitational force 
is. 
 
WE ARE LEARNING TO: make 
predictions for a fair test. 
 

 

Scheme: Developing Experts 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: know 
about comets, asteroids and 
meteors. 
 
WE ARE LEARNING TO: be able 
to record results in a graph. 
 
 
Scheme: Developing Experts 

Computing 

 

E-safety 

 E-Safety 

Understand the need to only select 
age appropriate content. 

 

Scheme: Computational Thinkers 

 E-Safety  

Use filters in search technologies 
effectively. 

 

Scheme: Computational Thinkers 

 E-Safety  

Use filters in search technologies 
effectively and appreciates how 
results are selected and ranked. 

 

Scheme: Computational Thinkers 

Geography 

 

 

Stargazers 

WALT: recognise and describe the 
physical features of places from aerial 
perspectives, appreciating the 
importance of wider geographical 
location. 

 

Scheme: Cornerstones  

 WALT: identify and describe the 
significance of the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones. 

 

 

Scheme: Cornerstones 

 WALT: recognise the different 
shapes of countries. 

 

 

 

Scheme: Cornerstones 

 

History 

 

Stargazers 

 Present findings and communicate 
knowledge and understanding in 
different ways. 

WALT: describe how a significant 
individual has influenced the wider 
world. – Galileo Galilei 

Scheme: Cornerstones 

 

 Provide an account of a historical 
event based on more than one 
source.  

WALT: describe how a significant 
movement has influenced the wider 
world. – Space Race 

Scheme: Cornerstones 

 

  

Art & 
Design 

Stargazers 

 

Confidently and systematically 
investigate the potential of new and 
unfamiliar materials and use these 
learnt techniques within his/her work. 

Scheme: Cornerstones 

 Research and discuss various artists, 
architects and designers and discuss 
their processes and explain how these 
were used in the finished product. 

Scheme: Cornerstones 

 Use line, tone and shading to 
represent things seen, remembered 
or imagined in three dimensions. 

Scheme: Cornerstones 

 



Design 
Technology 

      

Religious  
Education 

Creationism accounts in different 
religions and humanism.  

Humanist’s scientific view of creation 
(Big Bang Theory) 

Scheme: SACRA 

 

 Genesis account of creation 
(Christianity and Judaism)  

Scheme: SACRA 

 

 
Various Hindu stories of creation, 
including: 

• Brhadaryanka Upanishad - the 
Primeval One, having become 
bored being the only being in 
existence, split itself into a variety of 
forms and manifestations. 

• Vishnu Purana – Vishnu floating on 
a sea serpent and creates Brahman 
from their navel. 

• Purusha Sukta – sacrificial offering 
of the creation being across the 
universe.  

• Shatapatha Brahmana - the 
Prajapati performs a tapas ritual to 
reproduce himself.  

Scheme: SACRA 

 

PE  

Mon PM 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: combine 

and perform gymnastic actions, 

shapes and balances more fluently 

and effectively. 

Scheme: PE Planning Inspire 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: develop 

their own gymnastic sequences by 

understanding, choosing and applying 

a range of compositional principles. 

Scheme: PE Planning Inspire 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: learn how to 
use skills in different ways and link 
them to make actions and sequences 
of movement. 

Scheme: PE Planning Inspire 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: develop their 
own gymnastic sequences by 
understanding, choosing and applying a 
range of compositional principles. 

Scheme: PE Planning Inspire 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: perform 
movements accurately with a sense of 
rhythm 

Scheme: PE Planning Inspire 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: combine and 
perform gymnastic actions, shapes 
and balances more fluently and 
effectively 

Scheme: PE Planning Inspire 

PE 

Wed PM 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: explore the 
nature of the game of basketball. 
 
Scheme: PE Planning Inspire 
 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: develop the 
skill of dribbling. 
 
Scheme: PE Planning Inspire 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: develop the 
skill of passing. 
 

Scheme: PE Planning Inspire 
 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: develop 
the skill of shooting. 

Scheme: PE Planning Inspire 
 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: develop 
the skill of shooting ensuring 
accuracy. 
 
Scheme: PE Planning Inspire 
 
 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: use all 
the skills required towards a game 
in basketball. 
 
Scheme: PE Planning Inspire 
 
 

CPSHE 

Dreams and 
Goals 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: understand 
that I will need money to help me 
achieve some of my dreams. 

 

Scheme: Jigsaw  

WE ARE LEARNING TO: know about 
a range of jobs carried out by people I 
know and explore how much people 
earn in different jobs. 

Scheme: Jigsaw 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: identify a 
job I would like to do when I grow up 
and understand what motivates me 
and what I need to do to achieve it. 

 

Scheme: Jigsaw 

WE ARE LEARNING TO: describe 
the dreams and goals of young 
people in a culture different to mine. 

 

Scheme: Jigsaw  

WE ARE LEARNING TO: 
understand that communicating with 
someone in a different culture means 
we can learn from each other. 

 

Scheme: Jigsaw  

WE ARE LEARNING TO: 
encourage our peers to support 
young people here and abroad to 
meet their aspirations. 

 

Scheme: Jigsaw  

Music 

Taught by 
Mr Sills 

Listen with attention to detail and 
recall sounds with increasing aural 
memory.  

 

Develop an increasing understanding 
of the history and context of music. 

 

Use and develop an understanding of 
formal, written notation which includes 
staff, semibreves and dotted 
crotchets. 

 

Understand how pulse, rhythm and 
pitch work together. 

 

Compose complex rhythms from an 
increasing aural memory. 

 

Play and perform in solo or 
ensemble contexts with some 
accuracy, control, fluency and 
expression. 

 

Languages 
(German) 

Taught by 
Mrs Lees 

Café  

  

 

Café  

 

Food likes and dislikes  

 

Ice creams Role plays  

 

Role plays  

 

Other 
Details e.g. 

visits 

    Stargazing evening – this could 
change depending on the weather. 

The aim is for a clear evening, so the 
stars can be seen, with a hot 
chocolate and marshmallow.  

Any parent helpers welcome from 
Year 5. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 


